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What are best practices in online learning?

Best practices are documented strategies or tactics employed by highly successful
organizations. These organizations may ot be *best-n-class” in every area, but due to their
dive for quality and excellence, their practices have been implemented, studied and
perfected to make them most admired by others. These strategies, or tactics, are supported
by research or evidence to illustrate their achievement.

Best practices in education are strategies used to produce good teaching and leaming
outcomes. Chickering and Ehrmann propose (1996) seven principles of effective education
are directly related to online education. Courses demonstrating best practices:

Encourage contacts between students and faculty
Develop reciprocity and cooperation among students
Use active leaming techniques

Give prompt feedback

Emphasize time on task

Communicate high expectations

Respect diverse talents and ways of leaming

NooseN

‘Three additional principles of best practice for online teaching have been identified. Courses
promoting best practices:

8. Demonstrate clear organization and logical sequences of instructional leaming
experiences
9. Use media as appropriate for the content included
10. Require rigorous and appropriate assessment of leaming

‘These ten principles are the basis for effective online leaming.
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el Quick Links

Upcoming Events

Fall 2011 October Forum
‘The BPOL committee is excited
‘about the upcorming event to be held
in October 2011, date to be
‘announced. The committee is
collecting ideas and suggestions of
topics or types of sessions that
NSU faclty would like to have at
the event. Al of your comments are
welcome. Please contact us at
bpoleinfo@nova.edu with your ideas
and suggestions.
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